[image: image1.jpg]ANALYSIS

Value-Added

Battelle forKids

Bringing clarity to & school improvement






Using the Demo Site for the Value-Added Model

Practice Navigation
Directions: The bulleted items below designate action steps.

Using your Web browser, go to https://OhioVA.sas.com. 
· Log onto the system with the generic login name and password provided to you.



Any of these should work:
Login


Password
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· Enter Login Name and Password and click “Go.” You are now examining a district-level report 

for “Ohio Demonstration School District.” 
· On the “Reports” menu, select “School Value-Added.” 

· For this practice navigation, you will look at two schools in this school district - Alpha and Chi Middle Schools. Pair up with a partner – one will type while the other records.  Alternate after completing Alpha MS.

· Select “Alpha Middle School” from the pull down menu and click “Submit.”

You will see a school value-added report that looks at value-added gains or losses for the math portion of the Ohio Achievement Test. Value-added information from the sixth, seventh and eighth grades are presented. Navigate through the rest of these reports by following the instructions below. When you are finished with Alpha Middle School, answer the same questions for Chi Middle School.

Note: If you have questions about the information displayed on a particular screen, click the “Help” button on the top of the screen for an extensive explanation.

	NAVIGATION QUESTIONS
	Alpha MS
	Chi MS

	1. 2007 Value-Added School Report For Math:

· Familiarize yourself with the data provided in this report
· Locate and record the “2007 Mean 7th Grade Score” 
· Next locate and record the “2006 Mean 6th grade score” 
· Click the “Help” button to view explanations of these terms
· Close the “Help” window

· Notice that the “2007 Mean NCE Gain for 7th Grade” for Alpha Middle School is -0.6 which is the difference between the “2007 Mean Score for 7th Grade” and the “2006 Mean Score for 6th Grade” 
(Note: Numbers in reports can be off by 0.1 due to rounding)

2007 Value-Added School Report For Reading:

· In the “Subjects” menu, click the “Reading” button to view the value-added school report for Reading
· Record the “2007 Mean NCE Gain for 7th Grade Reading” 
· Notice that this number reflects the difference between “7th Grade 2007 Mean” and the “6th Grade 2006 Mean”


	
	

	2. 2007 Value-Added School Report For Math:

· Go back to the math report by clicking “Math” from the “Subjects” menu
· Record the “Mean Gain for 8th Grade Math in 2007” 
· Click the “Help” button for an explanation of mean gain
(Note: If the magnitude of the mean gain is equal to or greater than the standard error the school effect is considered significant.) 

· Close the “Help” screen
· Explain the color coding convention of the boxes in the “Mean Gain” row of the report
	
	

	3. 2007 Value-Added School Report For Reading:

· Use your acquired knowledge to go back to the Reading report again
· Explain how the mean gains are calculated and give an example
	
	

	4. 2007 Diagnostic Report For Reading:

· Click on the “2007 Mean NCE Gain” score for 7th Grade Reading to see how these gains or losses are distributed across the 5 quintiles
· Record the gain or loss for the average student in the lowest quintile (1st quintile) in 7th grade reading
· Explain whether or not this number is statistically significant
· Record the gain or loss for the average student in the second quintile of 7th grade reading
· Explain whether or not this number is statistically significant
· Notice that no score is listed in the 4th or 5th quintiles in this report for Alpha Middle School because this school did not have enough students in either of these quintile groups to calculate a score. 
· What’s the minimum number of students required in a quintile to show the score for that quintile?
	
	

	5. 2007 Diagnostic Report For Reading (continued):

· Notice that the same data are represented above the table in graphic form. The green line represents the expected amount of growth in each quintile, or the growth standard. Blue boxes that extend below the green line represent less than expected gains. Blue boxes that extend above the green line represent more than expected gains.  The red whisker lines represent one standard error above the gain and one standard error below the gain.
	
	

	6. 2007 Performance Diagnostic Report For Reading:

· Click on the “View Performance Diagnostics Report” at the bottom of the screen, for a third look at these same data. Be sure you are examining the “Performance Diagnostic Report for Reading.” If you are not, click on “Reading” in the “Subjects” menu. 
· Record the gain or loss for the average student who was predicted to be in the Limited level
· Explain whether or not this number is statistically significant
· Record the gain or loss for the average student who was predicted to 

      be Proficient 
· Explain whether or not this score is significant
· Record the gain or loss for the average 7th grade student who was predicted to be at the Basic level
	
	

	7. 2007 Diagnostic Report For Reading:

· Go back to the previous screen by clicking the “Back” icon in the report header (This is the most efficient way to return to the previous screen.  Do not use the Back button on your browser.)
· Click on the 2007 “Gain” number for the third quintile to drill down to the student level for this quintile group.
2007 Ohio Ach (Grade 7): Reading Students in Subgroup 3:
· Review the student names and state NCE scores for subgroup 3
· Click the name of the lowest scoring student(s).  This allows you to view the Reading Student Report for this student.
· Record the student’s name
2007 Ohio Ach: Reading Student Report:
· Click the “Help” button if you have questions about the contents of this screen. Close the screen after reading the contents.
· Notice the graph on the top of the page. Student performance (red) is displayed against both average school performance (green) and average district performance (blue)
· How did this student progress, in reading in the most current year, in comparison to the average student in his/her school?
8th Ohio Ach Math Projection Report:
· Open the “Projections” menu for that student and click on “8th Ohio Ach Math (Proficient).” You will see (in yellow) a conservative projection of that student’s performance on the 8th grade math achievement test. 
· Record the probability that this student will be Proficient on the 8th grade achievement test
· Click on “8th Ohio Ach Math (Advanced)” on the “Projections” menu
· Record the probability that this student will score in the Advanced range on the 8th grade achievement test
Note: (Due to lack of current data, there will be no “Projection Reports” available for this school year.)  

· After you answer the questions for Alpha Middle School, access the Chi Middle School data by selecting “School Value-Added” on the “Reports” menu and selecting “Chi Middle School. “ Answer these same questions for Chi Middle School.
	
	


Once you have completed Alpha Middle School & checked your answers, explore some of these reports:
1. Any Diagnostic Report for an Elementary School

a. Click on “% of Students”

b. Select Subgroups (yes) at the top of the report

2. Student Search (under Reports tab)

Big Picture Questions

Now that you have navigated your way through two schools’ value-added reports, consider the following questions. How might the answers to these questions impact your data interpretation?

1. How would you compare these two schools’ performance?

2. What other questions would be important to ask about the data?

3. What factors could be contributing to numbers you are seeing?

4. How have changes in curriculum, instruction and assessment affected these data?
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